Walk 15 Bathampton Meadows City to Countryside Meander

From urban Bath to wide green spaces. This flat loop uses Bath’s canal to navigate out of the city

and the green finger of Bathampton Meadows to bring you back again.
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Start & Finish: Bath Spa train station
*W3W - scrap.broke.chew

Distance: 6 miles / 9.7km with an up and
down of 621 ft / 18gm

School Slopes: A mostly flat route
Steps & stiles: Several steps (no long
flights), no stiles.

Terrain: Paved and unpaved paths. Can be
very muddy in the winter in the meadows.
Best done in wellies or avoided in the
depths of winter.

Transport: Visit travelinesw.com. Bath Spa
train and bus stations at the start. Pay and
display city centre car parks. Alternatively
start and finish in Batheaston where there
is a car park and regular buses and join the
route at point 3.
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With your back to the train station main exit turn left, passing an old telephone box which is
now a planter! Pass through the tunnel (under the railway tracks) and on the other side turn left,
along the pavement which runs alongside black railings until you reach Halfpenny Bridge across

the River Avon.

Cross the bridge and then turn immediately left onto the pavement of Rossiter Road. Continue
ahead until you need to cross a minor access road where you should see the Kennet & Avon
Canal and a pair of lock gates.

Continued on next page.
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Public toilets: Southgate (city centre),
Walcot Street near the library, Batheaston
(20p)

Refreshments: Shops and cafés of Bath
city centre and Batheaston. The Pump
Shed café (seasonal opening hours), The
Holburne Museum café, The George Inn,
Bathampton and Morrison'’s.

Rest points: Informal rest points on lock
gates along the canal, benches along the
canal, in Sydney Gardens, Kensington
Meadows, Hedgemead Park and in Wild
Walcot garden. Benches throughout
central Bath.

Dogs welcome: Yes, though some urban
walking, and livestock may be in some
fields, so please be prepared to put them
on a lead.

Wheel friendly: No

Features on the route: Kennet & Avon
Canal, views to Clevedon Pools, Sydney
Gardens and playground, Holburne
Museum, Undercliff Urban Farm shop
(seasonal opening times), Kensington
Meadows and playground, Hedgemead
Park and playground, Wild Walcot garden,
Bath Abbey.
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Walk 15 Bathampton Meadows City to Countryside Meander

Cross over the access road to join the paved path parallel to the lock. You will have the canal on
your left and the road on your right.

Continue along the path, also known as the Kennet and Avon Canal Trail, under a bridge and
then where the path forks just before another bridge, take the right-hand fork which slopes up
to the road n Turn left to cross over the canal, then use the pedestrian crossings to cross the
road, back to the canal, follow the tow path with the canal on your right. Continue along the
tow path until it meets a road (Pulteney Gardens).

Carefully cross the road to continue on the tow path. Pass The Pump Shed café next to the
Pumphouse Chimney, which is all that remains of the pumping station that was here in the
1830s, housing a coal-fired pumping engine. The pump helped supplement the water supply to
the nine mile section of canal above Bath. Continue following the canal, passing more locks,
until you reach a stone bridge. Before passing under the bridge, look to your left and take the
flight of stone steps up to street level.

At the top, turn right to pass over the bridge, then use the zebra crossing to cross the road
(Bathwick Hill) before continuing down to the canal once more, which is now on your left Q

Continue until another bridge, it looks as though a large Bath stone building is on top of the
bridge. This is Cleveland House and was the Headquarters of the canal company. Follow the
tow path up, passing this building, to the main road. Turn right and before the entrance to
Bath Spa Hotel, carefully cross the road into Sydney Gardens. Where the path forks, take the
left fork and follow it along until you reach a bridge with white railings on your left. Use this
bridge to cross over the canal and into the main part of Sydney Gardens, which are well worth
exploring a little. You can also reach the Holburne Museum easily from here.

When ready to continue on the walk go through the white metal gates, which were just to your
right as you crossed the bridge, on to the tow path. Turn left to walk under the bridge.

Pass through a tunnel and continue along the tow path with the railway down below you on
your left and the canal on your right. Pass a wooden pedestrian bridge on your right then pass
under stone bridge 184. Continue along the tow path, enjoying the views and glimpses into
canal life.

After a while, houses start to appear on the opposite side of the canal, then you pass in front of
a row of attractive stone cottages on your left. Just beyond these, before the next bridge, turn
left down a short flight of steps. You can now follow the Circuit of Bath way markers, past the
George Inn on your left and St. Nicholas’ Church on your right, over the railway tracks then the
Ayg. The Circuit of Bath is a 20.5 mile circular route around the city which can be walked in sections
orin one go. Walking guides, like this one are available to download.

Soon after this, the Circuit of Bath arrows send you right, however, look for a driveway on

the left e . Go through the metal gate next to a cattle grid and walk up the drive, until just
before a second cattle grid. At this point there is a metal gate on your right, which leads onto
a footpath in the meadow beyond. Go through the gate and follow the path first along the left
hand field edge, then follow the line of pylons past the buildings of New Leaf Farm and then
under the A4. This land, Bathampton Meadows, was acquired by the National Trust in 2022.

The path then continues running parallel to the pylons for a short while. When the path forks,
take the left fork towards the corner of the meadow, by the railway embankment. Pass into the
next meadow via a stone track and then follow the path, alongside the railway embankment,
until a metal gate. Go through the gate and follow the path to a T-junction, with a railway bridge
on your left. Turn right and follow the tarmacked path over the River Avon via Grosvenor Bridge
which replaced the original 1830 bridge in 1929 6

Once over the bridge, turn left and take the path into Kensington Meadows. Immediately after
the wooden gate, turn left down some steps marked by a finger post to the “Riverside Walk”.
Where the path forks, take the right, more major path which then runs parallel to the river.

The path then does a switch back before abruptly ending at the edge of Morrison’s car park.
Carefully cross the car park, then use the pedestrian area around the building to pass the front
of the shop until you reach a zebra crossing. Use this to cross the minor road and follow the
pavement up to the main road (London Road). At the T-junction, turn left and use the crossings
to reach Norland College, a world-renowned college for early years studies.

Stay on the pavement of London Road, passing 4 large metal planters. Continue up the street
passing the Cleveland Reach road sign to reach the Cleveland Place junction. Turn right to use
the pedestrian crossing here, to cross the main road (London Road has now turned into Walcot
Terrace) to a flight of stone steps. Turn left to go up the steps onto Walcot Parade. Enjoy the
traffic free pavement here until it pops out at a road, cross the road and into Hedgemead Park.

Follow the main path up the steps through the park, or stop to explore a while. Keep left to pass
an ornate fountain topped with a golden eagle and then the band stand on your right. Keeping
the playground immediately on your right before following the path as it dips down, and then
up to the exit on Guinea Lane. Carefully cross the road and take the flagstone alleyway past
Guinea Lane Nursery to ‘The Paragon’ below. Turn right and walk along the raised pavement
passing one set of steps down to the road, then taking the ramp at the next opportunity down.
Take care to cross the road here (&), then continue straight ahead down some steps beyond
three black bollards to Walcot Street below.

Cross Walcot Street, then turn right to walk along the pavement back towards the centre of
Bath. Take a moment to turn around and look at the artwork and stone faces adorning the Great
Wall of Walcot, stop at the Wild Walcot garden, a community led project to brighten a previously
derelict piece of land. Carry on walking into the city centre, passing St. Michael’s Church on your
right and then Waitrose on your left. Continue straight until you reach Bath Abbey. Turn to the
right and skirt around the front of the Abbey, through Kingstone Parade, keeping the Roman
Baths on your right, then onto Abbey Street.

Pass a huge London Plane tree, then go under a stone arch and follow the road as it bears right.
At the T-junction turn left and walk down Stall Street until you reach the pedestrian area. Take
St. Lawrence Street to Southgate Place. Turn right along Newark Street, keeping Boots on your
right until you meet the main road opposite Brunel Square and the train station, where you
started.

*W3W stands for What3Words, which is an alternative way of specifying precise locations. You can use
the W3W app or website for free to see these locations on a map.



